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—-«, HAMPSHIRE MEETING. 


Frick of the London 
“Press. 
Havin taken apart personally at-this 
/ meeting in my own county, it was not 
| my intention to have made its proceed- 
ings a subject of observation in print, 
“because it seems rather. unfaif to avail 
myself of an advantage, not possessed 
by those gentlemen, from whom’ had 
»the misfortune to differ in opinion. But, 
Zam compélled to do this,on the present 
occasion, in my own defence, seeing that 
the London daily . news-papers have 
wholly misrepresented the proceedings ; 
have garbled every thing that they have 
touched; have suppressed the Petition 
which I moved ; have exhibited me as 
guilty of the most g inconsistency, 
and as having behaved in a disorderly 
sand even ridiculous manner. “I shall, 1 
trust, therefore, be excused for giving 
an aceount of the Proceedings, through 
the only channel that 1 have access to, 
pespecially aye discussion embraced 
some ical principles, in which 


Property Fax. 


sthe Hh ne are, of course, deeply inter- | 
ested, .When I have mn -yhs account of 


the Proceedings, - I ve an account 
of the Trick of the London daily Press, 
and endeavour to the eyes of the 
public to the true character of that ve- 
nal pact” -of all that i is hypocritical 
and corru 
Before we - come io the Meeting itself, 
We ought .to notice the previous step Ss. aN 
Requisition to the Shenff ays Be ey. ic 
gentlemen, was left’ with 
Sheriff at Winchester. These seueaes 
—m Principally, land-owners.as Sse’ as 
farmers, but. pone of them distinguished 
’ belonging ‘to eee of the Parties, as 
Shey are Ms After this Re- 
<uisition, was set on wo foot, cnatha? was put 
a citculation b what is, ludicrous! 


| hour long ; but, 1 





that. it Sree v packed the High. Sheriff, 
notwithstanding that, in all° other cases, 
an application to the formeth is looked 
upon, and, in. daw, is an application | to 
the latter. 

These circumstances would have been 
almost unworthy of notice, if they had 
not had an effect upon the proceedings 
of the day; buf, as will be seen present- 
ly, they had a very material effect upon 
those proceedings, and tended to shew, 
in no very amiable light, the character 
and real views of the party, by whom 
the second Requisition was . urged -for- 
ward. For my part,’ signed neither of 
the Requisitions, and, . until my arrival : at 
Winchester, had. had no. cominunication 
with any one upon. the subject. “i-had 
determined upon the. course to pursue, 
aud left . Co-operation , to chance, ‘be- 
ing. ten thousand times more anxious to 
inculcate a sound principle or two,’ as to 
thé rights and: liberties of my country, 
than to rélieve, myself from ‘the Properiy 
Tax, ,and all. the other taxes pet ‘toge- 
ther! ~ 

‘About eleven o’clock,that is to say,about 
en hour before theMeeting took place,some 
gentlemen joined me at the inn where I 
was. - Sometime after this, I drew up a 
petition. to‘offer to the Meeting, in ‘case 


the one to be ‘presented by the. Whig , 


should not be such as I approved of, 


far was I from’. having time to copy the 


r, I was ng the ink at tke fire, 
cies, word be brought us, that the 
Meeting was begun. Cramming the pa- 
per into my pocket, without reading ‘jit 
even once over, I hastened to the Castle, 
and entered the Court-house in tlie mid- 
die of a speech of Mr. PoRTALL, who, 
I learnt, had opened the business ‘of the 
day. The fairest way for me to act as to 
this Speech, is to insert the report of it 
as I find it in the Times newspaper of the 
25th of January agg ae 
into about’ ten 


had cotta hea 
all the material points 


minutes com 


of it. © The Sy F delivered with 
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great clearness and eloquence ; but, ve- 
nerally speaking, there was nothing new 
in it, which the report here inserted does 
pot contain :— 

“ Mr. PorTALL came forward to 
move for a petition to be presented to 
the House of Commons, against the 
revival of this tax. He, as being a 
Commissioner for collecting this tax, 
had many opportunities of consider- 
ing the machinery of it, and witness- 
ing its unavoidable oppression: on this 
account, he did not hesitate to put 
himself forward on this occasion, al- 
though there were many present of 
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county. He should begin by entirely 
disclaiming all party motives, and 
therefore he should not consider who 
was the man who first proposed the 
tax, or who it was that increased it. If 
he felt any confidence that this most 
obnoxious tax would be suffered to die 
away of itself at the period which the 
legislature had marked out for its de- 
cease, he should not have thought it 
necessary to disturb its expiring mo- 
ments. Ministers had, however, both 
by their demeanour and their language 
in the House, as well as out of it, by 
*« their refusing to answer questions, and 
‘* by their sending private letters to their 
** friends whom they supposed to have 
** considerable local interest, shewed 
** pretty clearly to the country, that it 
‘‘ was their intention to propose the re- 
“ newal ef the tax, If this tax was real- 
*« ly as good in itself as any other tax by 
*‘ which the necessary supplies were to 
“be raised, he should not have such 
** great. objections to it. He was 
** convinced, however, that this tax which 
“ professed to be equal and impartial, 
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superior weight and property in the| 
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“ who by their mental energy, and bodily 
“health, were just in @ condition to 
“ maintain their families, and from whom 
“much of the fruits of their industry 
“ was torn by the operation of this tar, 
“* What could be more unjust, than that 
‘ such men should be obliged to pay the 
«« same tax for an income so acquired, as 
“if their income had been the regular 
“ produce of large sums invested in the 
This was not like the other 
“taxes which were paid indirectly or 
« collaterally. It was a tax on the thing 
“itself. If he had ten guincas on his ta. 
“ ble, the tax-gatherer took one of them. 
“This appeared in its principle te be 
« something of -a highwayman's-taz. It 
“was extorted, not by the means of 4 
“ pistol, but by the surcharges and_ sur. 
“ veyors. ‘The surveyor administered to 
“the party the oath of purgation, and 
‘then the inguisition followed. This 
‘tax went to destroy all contidence be- 
‘“tween man and man. No man dared 
“to speak of his circumstances, for fear 
“of being exposed to the surveyor. |v 
“ this country there were men who would 
“not be afraid to take a lion by the 
“beard, but who trembled before the 
“ surveyor, who is, in fact, the greatest 
“‘ bug-bear in the land. It might be 
“asked, how came it that such a tax 
“ was ever suffered?) It was decause it 
“was then stated that the enemy was a 
‘‘ our doors, and that every thing which 
“we valucd was at stake. Under such 
“ circumstances, the country was not 
“very particular in enquiring into the 
“means which were proposed for ovr 
‘‘ safety. ‘The Legislature had expressly 
stated those circuinstances in the fir 
“act, the 88th of the King, and met- 
“tioned in the preamble, “ that the 





“ was in fact the most unequal and the 
** most partial, 


It was said to be @ tax | 


“ safety of his Majesty's Crown, the st 
“curity of our holy religion, our laws, 


“upon profits, and yet no deduction was \ ‘ fives, and properties, were at hazard.’ 
*‘ wade on account of the necessary ex- |“ If Ministers now wished te renew the 


“pense of repairs, Was the expense 
** that a landlord or farmer was obliged 
“‘ to incur for keeping the premises in re- 
*« pair, to be calledtheir profits? Were 
** the three-fourths of the tax upon land 
“‘which the farmers are obliged to pay 
“to be called a tax upon their profits? 


“ When @ lease was taken for 21 years, 


“ subject to a heavy fine on the renewal, 
‘no deduction was made on account of 
* this fine. The case was still harder 
“with professional men and tradesmen, 


* tax, it would be for them to shew tha! 
the same circumstances now exist. The 
“ Legislature had always shewn the 
“* greatest anxiety about the time in which 
“ the act was to expire; and after fixing 
“that time in all their acts, they added 
} and “no longer.” The period at whit! 
“its expiration was fixed, was the 6tl 
“of April, after the conelusion of th 
“war then existing. If ever there w*! 





“a pledge given by the Legislature to the 
*countey, that a tax should expire até 
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“given in this instance. 
_ “had performed its part of the contract, 


_ “ tions, 
| “the tax were but submitted to for an- 
_ “other year, it would never be taken off. 
_ “ New circumstances and new pretences 


_ “toany modification of the tax. 
_ “were reduced to one per cent. or one- 
' “fourth per cent. he should equally 
' “ object to it, as an ynfit tax to be intro- 
» * duced into a free coyntry. Every man 
_ “who is now summoned before the sur- 
| “ veyor goes up like a culprit, and feels 
' “like one. The difference is, that by 
| “the law of England, every man is pre- 





“ certain time, that pledge had been 
The country 


‘and submitted to the tax with unex- 
“ampled patience, as long as the war 
“contimued. They had now a clear and 


 “arrefragable right to the benefits of the 


‘engagements on the other side, and to 
“expect that the tax should net be re- 
“newed. Ifthe tax were now renewed, 
“it would net oaly be a gross violation 
“ of the contract, but it would be an ag- 


- “ gravated breach of trust, by making 
_ “the very violation of their contract 


“a sort of precedent for further viola- 
It was uis firm opinion, that if 


“would then arise; and rather than 
“give up the tax, Ministers would pre- 


| ‘fer another war, perhaps with the Dey 
| “ of Algiers, the Nabob of Arcot, or some 


“of those gentlemen. He should object 


If it 


“sumed innocent until he is found 


‘guilty; whereas, before the surveyors, | 


every man is presumed guilty, until he 
. is found ianocent. He did not mean 
to cast the slightest reflection on the 


. “ surveyors personally, but without such 


", 4 course the tax could not be raised. — 
‘ There was another subject which af- 
i fected the people of this country al- 
,, most as much as the property-tax. 
7 Among those taxes which were called 
,, Var taxes, and which by law would 
7, ePire about the same time with the 
., Property tax, there was one of no less 

than two shillings a bushel on malt. 


|“ This bore no less on the comforts of the 


- poor and middling orders, than it did’ 
., Upon the interests of agriculture. He 
had, therefore introduced into the peti- 
,, Nona prayer, that this tax also should 
tt berevived. As this was not regu- 
rd larly introduced’ in the requisition, it 
ni Was only by the pleasure es. sufferance 
of the Meeting, that he could incorpo- 
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** moving a resolution, that it was expe- 
‘‘ dient to present a Petition to the House 
‘of Commons against the revival of those 
** taxes. 

“ Str W. HEATHCOTE shortly second- 
‘* ed theResolutions, and observed that he 
“ had voted ageinst the new Malt Duty. 

This motion being made and seconded, 
Mr. HUNT rose to speak; but was called 
to order byMr.PoORTALL, and the Sheriff 
decided, that he could not be permitted 
tospeak till Lord NoTHESK had read a peti- 
tion; that is to say, Mr. Portall was per- 
mitted to makea long speech and @ motion, 
which motion was seconded, and Lord 
NORTHESK was to make another motion, 
and that was to be seconded also, before 
any person on the other side was to be 
permitted to speak! If this was fair and 
regular, it must be acknowledged, that 
Hampshire has its peculiar mode of con- 
ducting debates and discussions. 

The petition was then produced and 
moved, and, having been read, was seé- 


‘eonded by Str Harry TICHBoRNR. 


Here Mr. HUNT requested that the first 
requisition might be read, It now ap- 
peared, that that requisition included, 
by name, the War Tar upon Malt, 
which, as the reader will perceive, had 
been embodied into the Whig Petition, 
though not mentioned in the Whig requi- 
sition. The motive for this act of irre- 
gularity was clearly this: that the Whigs 
knowing that, if they left it out, an 
amendment would be moved, and that, 
thus, they would be defeated ypon their 
own dunghill, seeing that the Malt ‘Tax 
is fyllas burdensome and as odious as 
the Property Tax. The getting over this 
irregularity by “‘ taking the sense of the 
* Meeting,” as it was called, amounted to 
just nothing at all; for, by the same rule, 
any thing wight be introduced into the 
Petition; and yet, as the reader will 


resently see, great efforts were made to 
Oo my Petition aside upon the ground, 
that it contained matter of complaint, 
not specified in the requisition, 

Having thus shewn the tactics of th- 
Whigs this far, and exposed the motive, 
whence they were led to introduce the 
Malt Tax, I now proceed to the discussion 
of the Petition, into which we were per- 
mitted to enter, though aed not ae 
permitted to oppose Mr. Portalt’s resoly- 
tion. The Whig P ition, as the Times 
newspaper observes “* was then read 





. -_ it With his petition. (The sense of 


Meeting on this point was testi 


" by loud applause.) He concluded by 


« by the a It was of coz- 
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‘* siderable length, as it embraced the 
‘* different points of Mr. Portall’s speech, 
** and the preambles of the different Acts 
‘‘ of Parliament on this subject. It also 


* alluded to the new creation of Knights, 
‘*and observed, that as the Prince Re- 


“gent had been. advised to reward the 


‘* splendid services performed by the navy 
* and army, his civil subjects also, who 
‘‘ had discharged alktheir duties during 
‘‘ the arduans-contest, and patiently sub- 
** mitted: te such heavy burthens, con- 
** ceived themselves entitled to some con- 
** sideration for their discharge of duty, 
“and an alleviation fram this .mest op- 
** pressive tax.” 

opposed this Petition, which I repre- 
sented as more resembling a_ lawyer's 
brief, in form and language, and a bill in 
Chan against the Regent, in matter, 
than a County Petition against a Tax. 
1 observed, that the passage, alluding to 
the new creation of Knights of the Bath 
was peculiarly objectionable; that it sig- 
nified to the House of Commons a sort 
of envious and vain feeling; a.poor 


_sneaking after a share in the baubles of 


Knighthood, which was very disgusting, 
and in which I was sure the Meeting 
did not participate.—{Here I. was inter- 
rupted by Mr. Portall calling to order. 
I was told, that I was wandering, from, the 
subject before us. The reader will judge 
what the Order of the Bath had to do with 


a Petition against the revival of the Malt. 


and Property Taxes ; but, he will, I am 
sure; clearly see, that, as the allusion 
formed part of the Petition, I was strictly 
in order, while 1. was objecting to that 
part of the Petition.]—I next observed, 
that the name of Aighwayman's tax, ap- 
plied to the Tax on Property by My, Por- 
TALL, formed a curious contrast with 
another part of his speech; for, there he 
had told us, that the tax was imposed 
at a moment, when the enemy was .at 
our door, and that the tax was ‘‘ necessary 
“to the sufety.of his Majesty's Crown, 
“the security of our holy religion, our 
*« laws, lives, and properties!” What! 1 
observed, and do the Meeting, then, really 
believe, that the king and our holy reli- 
gion stood in need of hignengae mnea- 
sures to insure their safety? And, can 
the Meeting, can tle people of England, 
look foreigners in the face, and. prate 
about 
that we have lived for nearly twenty years 


ender the. vperalite of power, resembling 
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ish liberty, while they confess, 
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that of highwayrobbers. But, ] observed, 
if this was really the case, who were 
the highwaymen, this being a question 
of very material importance to the Coun- 
try, who had, during all this time, 
elected and re-elected the men who im- 
posed and supported this tax; that Sir 
Wintram Hs&atucote, who had se- 
conded Mr, Portall’s motion, was one of 
the first.imposers, one of the supporters: 
‘that the party, whose friends had now 
brought forward the Petition, had raised 
the tax from six and a quarter to its pre- 
sent amount, and that they bad done ir, 
too, in the most odious, insulting, and un- 
feeling manner.—(Here I was-called to 
order again, though I was only asking 
who the highwaymen-were, if it was a 
highwayman's tax:)—I next observed, 
that, seeing. that. the Gentleman-thoughit 
the impocing of the tax the act of high- 
waeymen, and, as it is. well known, that 
highwaymen generally begin by stopping 
‘the. mouth, that they next bind the persons 
of their clients, .and conclude by ramming 
their-hands into their pockets, 1 should 
not: wonder.if the. Gentleman were to tell 
us, that the,Parliament who imposed this 
tax had proceeded in somewhat the same 
way, and that the laws shackling the 
Press and diminishing Personal liberty, 
passed during the same.period, ought, at 
any rate, if we,abstained;from stich irre 
verend descriptions of them, to receive 
-our. reprobation as: well as the laj impo- 
sing .a tax on property. Upon this 
ground I .was proceeding:to .sfate what 
those laws were, and to shew hew Jaw- 
making proceeded, step, by’ step,--unfil 
it arrived at that stage, when, +as -‘the 
Gentleman had_asserted, it.assumed the 
character of a-highwayman’s conduct. | 
was beginning with the law,awhich made it 
high treason to send a bushel of potatoes 
or a pair pf.shoes to the " of 
France.who, by the bye, had now some 
food to spare for us.—{Here k was sto 

this matter being wholly inadmissible, 
‘having nothing at all to do with the sub- 
ject of the Requisition; though, »as the 
reader will perceive, it had quite as mucb 
to do with it as the Order of the Bath 
could possibly have.]—I next observed 
upon what Mr. Portall had stated as to 
the cause of the tar, and how it came te 
be laid, and said, that it was a false alerm 
that prevailed at the time; that the enemy 
was never at our door; that he mever did 





attempt to land, and that there weve 
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that the war was made, and the tax raised, 
_ for the purpose of crushing repub 
| berty in France; and of stopping, by- that 
| means, its extension all over the world.— 
| I. was proceeding to. shew, that, in part, 
this object had been accomplished ; but, 
that we had ruined ourselves by the suc- 


| though, I thought, that I had as much 
right to go into this matter as the other 
side had to state their notion of the.cause 
' and objeet of the tax.]—I next observed, 
that the Petition en the. table; though it 
included the War Malt Taz, did not go 
nearly far enough for me ; that I should 
' move an amendment, including ail the 


 nion, that it was 2.matter of indifference 
in what shape,.or under what name a 
tax was raised, if raised all; that, in the 
' end,it must.be;paid by the public at large, 
_ and that it signified not one straw to any 
- man, whether-be. paid it, as the old say- 
ing is,inmeal orin malt, But,that:I did 
| not stop here; that:!. was for: praying, . 
® that no other. taxes might: be imposed. 
' instead of the; war taxes, and was for ex- 


_ taxes. All this, however, I observed,was 


| tog the Press and respecting personal 


| give, having been deprived of the docu- 
_ ment itself in the manner hereafter to be 


eyer had; and, that it was very clear, and 
had long since been so, to the-whole world, 


lican li- 


cess.—{Here, however, I was stopped; 


war taxes, in the first-place, being of opi- 


— 


pressing the opinion of the Meeting, that 
there was no necessity for any other 


itifle, in my estimation, compared with 
the laws, passed during the war, respect- 


4berty, some of which were still in exist- 
ence, and, therefore, | should propose to 
Pray for the repeal of these.laws also.— 
After a great deal of further interruption 
from the oppesite. party, I moved a Peti- 
tion, the substance of which only I can 


described. The Petition, moved by me, 
Was in substance as follows; ' 


That the war taxes had now no longer } 


any pretence for their eontinyance, 
seeing that peace with-all the,world. 
had been happily restored: —That no 
new taxes in their stead- would be 
necessary to support the credit and 





honour of the. nation, provided that, 
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© was a time when the people-of England, 


 o¢their own force; were ‘not’ able to de- 
_ fend the country; that no army, and, of 
* course, no tax, was wanted to- preserve |, 
| the country against any enemy that it 


a system of economy and peaceful 
government were adopted in place 
of the enormous expenditure, and 
that immense military establishment, 
which was wholly unknown to our 
' forefathers, and* which now threat- 
ened to swallow up all the civil pow- 
ers and distinctions of the country: 
-—That all pretenee for alarm having 
now ceased, the laws passed during 
the late war, cramping the liberty of 
the Press, and also personal liberty, 
ought now to be repealed :—That 
therefore, we prayed, that all the war 


taxes might cease, agreeably tolaw; 


that no other taxes might be imposed 
in their stead; and thatall the laws, 
passed during the war, which dimi- 
nish the liberties of the people might 
also be repealed. 


Mr. Hunt seconded the motion, and, 
though many attempts were made by Mr. 
PoRTALL to interrupt him even while he 
was answering the arguments.of that gen- 
tleman, he proceeded im a-way, and with 
an-effect that made_faction feet very sore. 
He observed, that the war malt tar 
was. introduced by the other side, not 
from choice but from compulsion; that 
they had foreseen, that unless they 
introdueed it, they would be beaten 
ou their. own ground. He observ- 
ed, that the worthy Baronet, (Sir Wil- 
liam Heathcote) had taken great credit 
for-having opposed the war tax upon malt, 
but, perhaps, that might be accounted 
for by the fact, that this was a great 
barley country, and that the worthy 
baronet was owner of no small slice of 
this same country; that as to numerous 
other laws that he had assisted in perros 
and supporting, though of infinitely more 
consequence to the people, he had ap- 

vel to feel less acutely.—He obser- 
ved, that he heartily rejoiced at the 
conclusion of peace with America, and 
thanked the King’s ministers for. having 
acted so wisely; and that, though the 
Meeting would feel with him deep regret 
that-the war had not sooner terminated, 
and before. so. » disasters had taken 
place, he was sure that every i 
would feel consolation in ting that, 
if the trident of the seas had been snatch- 








ed from-us in-a few instaboess if we had. 
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now and then suffered defeats on an 
element called our own, it had beep 
from the arms of free men, and not from 
those of the hirelings of despots.—In 
alluding to Mr. PorTALU’s assertion, 
that the Income Tax, being laid on in a 
time of great public peril, it was suffered 
to pass with little opposition or comment; 
he observed, that the confrary was the 
truth: that no tax ever met with such 
strenuous oppositton; that the nowRiGHT 
HioNOURABLE GEORGE TIERNEY, in 
particular, called it bymames almost as 
odious as that now applied to it by Mr. 
Portell; that he even went so far as to 
declare, that the people would be fully 
justified in resisting it by force of arms; 
but that this was the out of place sen- 
timent of Mr. TreRN «EY, who afterwards, 
when in plocc, voted for raising this same 
tax from six and a quarter to ten per 
cent.——[Here Mr. PorTALL made a 
very strenuous eflort to stop Mr. Hunt; 
but the Sheriff said) he was in order; as 
well he might, sceing that Mr. Hunt was 
Only shewing that what Mr. PorTALL 
had stoted as to the silent acquiescence 
of the country, when the tax was laid 
on, was not true.|--—~Mr. Hunt con- 
tinued by observing, that the gentleman 
deprecated all enquiry into the conduct 
ef those who had laid on, or raised, the 
tax; but, that it was miaterial for the 
mecting te recollect, who it was that 
had imposed and angmented what had 
been called a highwaymaa's tax, and es- 
pecially when the faction, who had brought 
torward this charge, were heard endea- 
vouring to throw the blame upon the pre- 
sent mitisiers, and to excite and keep up 
suspicions against them.——-He entered 
infoa carious and interesting calculation 
as to the tax upon BeFley, before its juice 
reached the mouth; shewing that every 
loatl of Barley (40 bushels) paid nearly 
twenty po,nds im tax before it came to 
the lips of the labonring man, though the 
price now received by the farmer was 
not more than seven pounds; so that in 
every pot of beer which the lebourer 
banght ata public house (if the propor- 
Hen of the farmer's taxes were incladed) 
he swallowed sore than four-penve in 
far.——But, he observed, 1 conclasion 
(alert & variety of other observations), 
this. jneetiug presents a very curious 
apect2cies e seid, that be had many 
bersons in his eye, who, in that very 
piace, had frequently met to address 
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the Government, to approve of the un. 
dertaking and the continuing of the late 
wars, in the prosecution of which they 
offered and pledged “ their ast shilling 
« and their /est drop of blood.” ~-And 
yet, said he, though the government do 
not ask, and never have asked, fora sin. 
gle drop of their blood, being contented 
with the shilling alone, this singular for- 
bearance is repaid by the viralent and 
gross abuse, which we have this day heard 
bestowed upon it, and that, to@, by the 
party, ‘vho had its full share in the very 
measure now so bitterly complained of. 
Mr. PoRTALL rose to answer what had 
heen sail on our side. He objected to 
the amendment because it included mat- 
ter, not notified in the requisition, and 
insisted strongly, that, in asking for so 
much, we ran a risk of Josing all. He 
complained, that an unfair advantage 
had been taken of him in the comments 
made on his expressions respecting the 
highwayman ; said that the words dro 
ed from him incautious/y, and that they 
certainly called for an apclogy. But, it 
is but justice to observe, that no part of 
his speech was somuch applauded as this. 
When I came te rep/y 1 was interrupt- 
ed. It was contended that the business 
was now closed; that Mr. PorTALL had 
made his motion, that we had enswered, 
that he had now replied, and that there 
the distussion closed; But, the reader 
will see, that it was not Ais motion but 
mine, Which was now wonder discussion. 
His had been made, seronded, put, and 
carried, without our being permitted to 
speak. ‘Then came Lord Northesk’s mo- 
tion. That was put aside fera while by 
ny amendment, which was sow abuut to 
be put. What right, then, in this stage 
of the proccedings, coukl Mr, PORTALL 
have to the /ast speech? 
+ ‘Phe question tas new to hetaken upor 
Oy amendment; but beicre the question 
was put, J did obtein a bearing, ond 
amongst other things, | said zearly what 
is, as fullows, stated by the Cov rtER.— 
“In the Hampshire Meeting on ‘Tues- 
P< dvy, Mr. Cornerr, auong other 
‘‘ things, said the “ Gentlemen whe 
| ‘* brought forward the Petitien had acted 
Gringempesy ; they ha@ said nothing 
‘* of the difheulties ef tie Government. 
.“* Did they mean ti sav, that the, Go- 
vernnient could co on witheut the Pro- 
perty Tex? Did they wish to substitute 








P* any other tax 1—( Cries of, we have 
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“ nothing to do with that! and, order! ) 
“ He would ask themif they were ready 
“ to vote that the army should be dis- 
« banded ?”—The Hicu SuerRIrFF said 
“ he must take the sense of the Meeting, 
“ whether Mr. CoppettT should be al- 
“ lowed to go on in this manner. Mr. 
“ CoBBETT said, he was ready to shew 
“ that Government could not go on with- 
* out this Tax.—Mr. PoRTALL said, 
“ they had nothing to do with that at 
« present—MrgCOBBETT said,they could 
“ not shew him that Government could 
‘ go on without this Tax. It was,there- 
‘fore from the factiousness of party 
‘ that the question was brought forward. 
“ It was the trick of @ party to impose 
‘“ upon the people, by telling them that 
‘ they were to get this Tax off; but they 
‘ could not get it off, without having 
“ another, equal in amount, substituted 
“* for it.” said this, or nearly this ; 
but, the CournrER has dealt as unfairly 
by me as the Whigs dealt by the Meeting; 
because, I said, along with this, some- 
thing which the CouRIER has taken care 
to leave out: 1 said that I would defy 
the Gentlemen to shew, that the Govern- 
ment could pay the public creditors, or 
go on at all, without the two tares men- 
tioned in their petition (amounting to a 
full thirg port of the present revenue), 
unless the whole of the army, about all 
the navy, and a part of ‘the sinking fund 
into the bargain, were, at once lopped off ; 
and that, therefore,to stir up the people to 
pray tor the taking away of the revenue, 
without stating, at the same time, the 
means by which the Government might 
£0 on without it, as I had stated in my 
motion, was to act factiously, was to de- 
lude and deceive the people.—Strange to 
say, this was deemed out of order, One 
man proposes the abolition of taxes, ano- 
ther objects to his proposition because 
the Government cannot go on without 
the said ‘taxes, and yet the second is 
deemed out of order !—I was for taking 
off the taxes, butthen I was also for saying, 
at the same time, and in the same Petition, 
that it was our conviction, that the Credit 


-~ 


“~ 


and Honour of the nation might be | per 


maintained without those taxes ; because, 


if the Meeting did not’ think this, their | p 


Petition must proceed either from faction 
or ignorance. 

The Amendment, moved by me, was 
put and lost, not by a “ large,” but by 
* very small majority; after which the 
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PETITION, moved by the Earl of North- 
esk, was carried by a like majority. It 
was then voted to be sent about for sig- 
natures, to be presented by the County 
Members, who, by a vote of the Meet- 
ing, on the motion of Mr. Hunt, were 
instructed to support it, when presented, 
The thanks of the Meeting having been 
unanimously voted to the High Sheriff, 
(Mr. Norris of Basing Park) ha, in an- 
swer, observed, that he hoped, the next 
time he met the County, he should have 
to congratulate them on the Death and 
Burial of the Property Tax. 

Whoever was at the Meeting, and who 
reads this, will say, that I have here 
given, substantially, a fair account of the 
proceedings. I had not the smallest hope 
of carrying my motion. I had not sign- 
ed any requisition; I had consulted no- 
body; I had not talked upon the subject 
to more than four persons out of my own 
family. I cared not a pin about the jre- 
peal of the Income tax, wnéess all the war 
taxes and all the laws about the press 
and personal and political liberty were 
included ; and the only disappointment 
that I met with, was, that so large a 
part of the Meeting were with me——— 
What has been said of the disingenuous- 
ness of the Hampshire Petition will ap» 
ply to almost all the other petitions 

inst the Property Tax. Westminster 
and the City of Worcester (and there may 
be some others) are exceptions. But, 
with these exceptions, itis a clamour 
against a tax, and merely against a tar. 
It is an outery for relief, without a word 
said as to the causes of the burden, or as 
to the means of doing without it. Mr. 
PORTALL, at our Meeting, said that he 
should approve of taking away a part of 
the Sinking-fund; the same has been 
said at other Meetings: Perhaps this 
may be practicable; but, if it be done 
without a total disbanding of the army 
and a discharge of nearly all-the navy, 
will the funded property retain its va~ 
ue; or, any value at all? If the fund. 
holders saw, that the taxes were so re- 
duced as to enable the eountry to pros- 
under them, they need not cate about 
the Sinking-fund; but, what will be their 
rospect, if, out of 40 millions of reve- 
nue, only 20 millions are wanted for the 
army and navy alone, while their own 
share of that revenue, exclusive of the 
Sinking-fund, amounts to 25 to 28 mil- 
lions? ‘The remedy is, then, a reduction 
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143 J 
of the Navy to its state of 1788; a total 
discharge ‘of ‘the regular army; and an 
organization of a military force for the 
defence of the country upon the-plan of 
Masor CARTWRIGHT, which puts arms 
into the hands of all those who- vote for 
members of parliament, which’ gives a 
vote to every man who pays a tax of any 
description or to any~ anieurt. however 
small, and which impartially calls forth 
every able met to the performance of 
that first of: all duties, ‘the:defence of his 
native land,: its liberties and laws. 


TRICK OF. THE LONDON ‘PRESS. 

Tue effect of this Trick.I mentioned 
in-my last. ‘The reason why [| enter fully 
into an exposure of it, is, that the pub- 
lic, and that the Americans and French, 
may be able to forth a crreet judgment 
of the state. of the Exglish: Daily: Press, 
and may estimate its prodactions,accord- 
Yacly. Iam the more desirous of doing 
this at the present momeni;' because. the 
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his conduct with that of his brother; Who 
is long since dead. The attacks upon 
Sir GeorGt PREVOST were of the same 
character. The MORNING CHRONICLE, 
in the most foul: manner, assaulfed. this 
gentleman's character, attributed. our 
failures to his cowardice or his folly, and 
this toe, -without the smallest foundation. 
Indeed; there as scarcely any man, or ary 
woman, who betomes at ail pre-eminent 


in the eye of the-publie, and whe can-: 


not or will not.pey the London..Daily 


Newspapers, whose characters, and, im, 


some cases, whose: property. and whose 
life, is safe,. ‘Lhe public have lately seen 
that the trifling private concern of my 2e- 
cident ‘by fire; could not, escape’ them. 
They could not let éven that pass, with- 
out am attempt (itproved vain tobe sure) 
to deprive me of the benefit of. my_hav- 
ing insured the preniises, by insinaating 
that I set fre to them myself, a crime 
whichis deaih by the law. The recent 
attempt of these papers to prevent Mrs. 
Perceval. from marrying, is. an imstance 


London’ mewspapers, and especially the | of their baseness in another line. There 


most venal of them, are I¢beuring hard 
to pave the way. for some; measure (it 
must be an act.of Parliament) tot enable’ 
them to be sent abroad dyty free, or- 
der, say they, ‘‘ that England, that the 
“* true charecter of Engiand, that the 
* principles and conduct of England, may 
“ be known upon the Continent of Eu- 
‘“ pope, where, now, owing to the, influ- 
** ence of the French press, England has 
** lost, and is still losing ground, -both in 
weight and character.”——It is sur- 
prising, thatthéy should have forgotten 
America.: ‘That, say what they will, is 
the country; where we ought to endea- 
vour td reeover our charaeter. But, do 
these men suppose, that the nations of 
the Continent.do, not-know how. to: judge 
at the priticiples and conduct . of Eng- 
land withowt the illaminating influence of 
their balderdash; their Lotteryand Quack 
putts: théein peltry party.quarrels ; their 
- garbled reports ; their egdless stgings of 
paid-for parugeaphs? Sin JouN Mur- 
RAY, in theout-set of his most, able de- 
fence, was obliged to oeeupy the time of 
his judges for half,an hour in stating his 
complaints against the press, the para- 
gyaphs a which had actually caused him 
tw be condemned by the public before he 
was bronght to trial; and, he alluded 
particularly to au infamous paragraph in 
the Timgs news-paper, which coupled 








is 80 doubt of their having-been paid for 


it any more than there is of thei being 
paid for the puffs on private. characters 


which they daily publish; and fer their 


attacks on private characters. They. have’ 
carried on this trade for years; and the 
traffic has. increased, becanse the severity 
of punishments for‘what are called poli- 
tical libels, bas naturally put ‘the Daily- 
press into worse and worse hands.—— 
And, -yet, these'are the people, who re- 
pes themselves as the organs of Eng- 
ish Honour! Their papers, they tell us, 


would entighten all Europe, if they could: 


but. export them: duty frre! Is it not a 
bounden duty on every one, who is able 


to do it, to expose the tricks of this vile’ 


press? Do not morality and_ political 
principle call aloud for this exposure? 
Last year, at this season, these prints were 
bellowing forth invectives against. those 
who asked for a Cora Bill; they were 


marshalling the worst passions ofthe mul. 


titude against the owners of laad and the 
growers of com, whom they accused ofa 
wish to: sterve thepeople, They are now 
abusing-these, whe thiak a Corn Bill un- 
necessary, and ascribing to them sedi 
fous, motives: And, this; this (oh, impu- 
ydence}) is the press, which is to EN- 
LIGHTEN all Europe ? ' 
- - Now, as to the Haimpaiire Meeting, the 
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: per reporters at Winchester for the pur 


pose of reporting the” proceedings - on 
About an hour 
before the.County Meeting took place, 
one of..these gentlemen came to me at the 
Jun where Lhad put up, to as me, whe- 


 ther.I should have any papers, -or memo- 
- randums, which might assist im- making 
the report of the proceedings more com- 
_ plete, as he thought it would be impor- 


fant to obtain such papers; to wWiiich | 
answered, that, if should have any such, 
he:shoutd -have them, (and as: I know 
him) I observed, that T sted be glad 
to see them: in hig hattds:- A‘ter the 
Meeting was over,'. the: same~ gentleman 
came to me, while: I was at dinner, to 
apply for @ copy of the Petition which 
] had presented, in order:that it might 
be forwarded for insertion, with the rest 
of the proceedings, in the Morning Chro- 
nicle, the Morning Herald, the Morning 
Post, and the British Press. | told him, 
that I ‘had no copy ;: but, at his request, 
and upom his engaging to forward it for 
insertion, 1 sent to the Deputy Sheriff, 
otained the original atrd had it delivered 
tehim. Before I left Winéhester, I saw 
the same gentleman again, Mr: Hunt 
of Andover and Mr. HINXMAN of Chil- 
ting being present. This gentleman then 
informed us that the’ PETITION was 


sent off to be inserted’ in the Report, we. 


being anxious, that it should appear in print 
if any thing of oursdid appear; becauseour 
principles and wishes weuld then defy 
misrepresehtafion, . But, upon being in- 
frmed by iim; that the fonr papers be- 
fore-mentioned had -CoALESCED as to re- 
ports from: Winchester’; and that“ each 
had one fourth of the report sent to it, end, 
after setting up, sent its part to each of 
the other three papers. Mr. HUNT asked, 
which of the papers my pari and the peti- 


tion was sent to.. He was told, to the 


Morning Chrozitle: “ Then,” said he, 
“tt will never appear. That part hiis 
“ Perry’s faci#én toohard for him to print 
“it.” wh ofa différent opinion ; but 
Mr. Hunt’ kne#'his man better than I 
did. Peery did pupprese the PETITION, 
and suppressed ‘it from the other three 
papers as helt as his own F 1 Have the au- 

lority of the gentleman, who received 
the Petition from me, to assert, thet it 
Mas sent to the Chronicle Office aiong with 
the report; end that it was “ marked 
“tn ;” thatis to say, made part of the re- 
Pert itself, To-day’ (ihursday) € have 


—_—_— 








(148° 


received it from the gentleman, who had 
it from mej-and who, at my request, got 
it back from London on Tuesday last. I 


have. before given the substence .of .the 


Petition :.1 here give it word for word ;— 

“ To the Honourable the House of Com- 
“* mons’ of, the United Kingdom of 
." Great Britain and Ireland, in Pear- 
* ligment: assembled, the Petition of 
“* the Freeholders;. Lendholders, and. 
“ other Inhabitants of the County. of 
‘* Southampten, paying Tazes; 

“ SHEWETH,—That the-Taxes, usually 
“ denominated War'Taxes, and which by 
“law expirein a.short time, cannot be. 
‘* preterided to be necessary any longer, 
‘‘ since the nation is now, happily, at 
* peace, 

‘That these Taxes, especially the 
‘* Taxes on Property, Beer, and Malt, are 
‘* grievously. oppressive, and have pro- 
‘‘ dueed distress, misery, and degradation, 
“throughout the whole of the middle 


‘“‘ and lower classes of the people, whe 
‘‘ smart under them to an insupportable. 


“degree. 

* That the. Taxes, which will remain, 
‘after all the War Taxes shall have been 
‘ taken off,-will be mach more than suf- 
“* ficient forthe maintaining of the credits 
“ and lronour of the nation; provided that 
‘a system of economy and peaceful. go- 
‘“ vernment. be adopted instead of the 
** enormous expenditure, and the all-per- 
“ yvading military establishment, whtch 


* now. exist,.and which latter, though: 


‘“‘ wholly unknown to our forefathers, now 


“ seem to threaten to swallow up all the- 


“ ancient civil powers and distinctions of 
“‘ the country. 

“ That it is, in the opinion of your 
‘* Petitionérs, owing chiefly to the laws; 
‘‘ passed during the. war, against perso- 
‘nal liberty, the freedom of the press and 
“ of public discussion; that he above 
“ evils have been so long enduréd. 

‘ Therefore your Petitioners pray, that 
‘* you will repeal all the laws, passed dur- 
‘‘ing the war, against personal liberty, 
‘the freedom of the press and of public 
‘ discussion, that you will not revive or 
“renew any of the Taxes, called War 


-* Taxes, aud that you will-not authorise 


“ the raising of any other Taxes in their 
“ stead.—And your Petitioners, &c.” 
Such, reader, was the paper, which Mr. 
Perry suppressed, though he found it 
incorpora‘ed into areport, sent to bis oftice, 
and though it had Leen obtained from me 
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falsehood; and, therefore, whatever has 
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under an express promise, that it would 
appear. It was thus kept out of three 
other papers, and kept from the Register 
too, until after the Saturday’s Register 
was published. I do not blame the repor- 
ters. They acted fairly and honourably 
by the public? but, the conduct of Mr. 
PerRY has been precisely the contrary. 
It was due, not to me, but to truth, that 
this petition should be published. It 
had been rejected at the county Meeting; 
but there was nearly one half of the meet- 
ing in its favour. It did, too, embrace 
objects, which, one might have expected 
a printer to feel peculiar interest in; but, 
strange as it may seem at first sight, there 
are, perhaps, no persons in England such 
determined enemies of the real freedom of 
the press and of free public discussion as 
the proprietors of these paid-for-para- 
graph newspapers. They thrive by 


a tendency to the triumph of truth, they 
abhor. They resemble those insects 
which fatten in a poisonous atmosphere. 
—And these are the men, who are to 
enlizhten all Europe! These are the 
men, whose publications are to wipe away 
all stains from the English character ! 
These men are to perform this work, 
who, in fact, have been the principal 
cause of all our degradation both at 
home and abroad. 





Str Joun Cox HIPPEsty. 

I send, with great pleasure, the follow- 
ing letter for publication. 1 do not re- 
gularly see the Bath newspapers, and 
did not see the publication which is men- 
tioned in the letter—I am glad to per- 
ceive, that an English gentleman is anx- 
ious to deny, that he made use of ex- 
pressions, worthy only ot such men as 
the proprietors of the Times, the Couricr, 
and the Chronicle; aud, though | cannot 
blame him for éxpressing his reprobation 
of “ the President and his Party,” 1 
wish he had not made use of that phrase, 
secing that the President can have no party, 
which is not supported by a majority of 
the people; secing that he has no power but 
what the people voluntarily put into his 
hands; that heis elected by the free voice 
ofa people, every man ofwhoin who pays a 
tax has u vote; that he can neither make 
war or peace without the approbation of 
# Congress also chosen by a free peo- 
ple, and in which Congress there are no 
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the electors any bribery or corruption. This 
being a fact, well known to all the world, { 
cannot help wishing that a respectable 
English gentleman had refrained from 
the use of a phrase, fit to be applied only 
to the head and members of governments 
of a very different description. 





To Mr, CoBBETT. 

S1r,—As you have gone to some length 
of animadversion upon an expression 
which was stated, originally, in a Batis 
weekly paper, and have fallen upon me, 
at the Somerset Meeting, I trust to your 
candour that you will give equal publi- 
city to this fact—that in the same paper 
in the following week, an express denial 
appeared, “‘that any such expression 
‘was made use of by me,” either in speak- 
ing of the Americans, in the aggregate; 
or of their President and his party, of 
whom nevertheless [ am ready to admit, 
that I did speak in terms of strong re- 
probation, without adopting terms so un- 
charitable and even absurd as those im- 
puted tome. Iam, Sir, your very obe- 
dient Servant, J.Cox HUPPESLY. 


STATE OP THE NATION. 

Mr. Cosnetr.—It must be in the 
recollection of your readers, how often 
and how emphatically you have raised 
your warning voice against the treme- 
dous war system, and war expenditure 
of our once happy country. Your cal- 
culating acuteness has been shewn in 
nothing more strikingly than in the full 
realization of the predictions which you 
have, again and again, offered to the 
consideration of our unthinking peo- 
ple, on what would be the effects of a 
protracted course of warfare to this coun- 
try—a course of warfare as unique in 
its management, as awful in its termina- 
tion. It could not, Sir, have ever entered 
1uto your imagination, though always on 
the alert in political discernment, to have 
conceived it posite for the councils of 
a nation to have obstinately pursued 2 
scale of expenditure that could not be 
sustained by even the united resources of 
Europe at large :—Had this truly gigantic 
exertion been instituted for objects con- 
nected with rational liberty, and not for 
the re-establishment of despotic rale, 
the virtuous and the intelligent part of 
mankind might have been gratified by the 
generosity of the effort, though they must 








selling and buying of seats, nor amongst 


have deplored the incorrigible folly that 
had urged so unnatural an adventuge.— 


| 149} 





) Jtis alt 
> deniab 
Fe realms. 
' been | 
«made 

' the gi 


measw 
not be 
withou 
of mee 


» then. 


its pa 
civil a 
overwW 
(think 


may 


. how « 


that I 
the he 
peace 
been 

Euroy 
on, wl 
politic 
Sir, 
carrie 
he 1m 
realis 
Why, 
all al 
as We 
all si 
lengt 
roune 
tual: 
has € 


r?s4 
es 


b 


inite 
the 
vurne 
Ways 
its m 
we h 
celvi 
thro 
oft ¢ 
Vari 
hevi 
bein 
man 
ins! 
pec 
vith 
pen 
ther 
MED 
the 

' end 

Sur 


=e 





his 
v1 
ble 


ily 
its 


on 
ithe 


ur 
li 


7 


,. Oo} ae ae 






| its paper credit. 


149} 


realms, during these twenty years, have 
' been witnessing the prodigious efforts 
'+made by their Governinent, to repress 
the growing power of France, at an im- 
measurable expence, as if the object could 
not be purchased at too high a rate, 
without adverting to the ways and means 
of meeting and enduring the ultimate bur- 
then. The ruin ot this country has been 
This Pandora's box of 
civil and political mischief, has unhappily 
overwhelmed our wathinking people 
(thinking belongs no to them) with dis- 
may and impending ruin. Well then? 
| how does the land lay? The expences 
that have been incurred, the interest of 
the heavy loans contracted, must be paid ; 
peace has been obtained; Bouaparte ha» 
been deposed; and the Sovereigns of 
Europe are sitting in solemn judgment, 
on, what they would have to be, the future 
political arrangement of the world ! Now, 
Sir, if these splendid reveries could be 
carried into cffect as easily as they may 
he imagined, we might some day see thein 
realised. But how does the case stand !? 
Why, the British Government has been 
all along foremost in the field of expence 
as well as in that of battle. It has tried 
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all sides, ever arid over again, and has at 
length, proved to a gaping and an as- 


‘ 


| 
; 
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' Itis almost inconceiveable, though an un- | the disposal of the secret service moncy of 
' deniable fact, that the people of these ; Government, can know any thing about. 


—If the British Government, when it be- 
gan its career of expending, when it re- 
quired for the objeets of the war un- 
limited millions, could have contrived to 
have bona fide provided, that all the na- 
tions receiving its subsidies, and for 
whom the British sword was actually 
unsheathed, should for ever disclaim, and 
abandon, all right and title to manufac- 
ture for themselves, and that they would 
be wholly dependent on commercial sup- 
plies from England, then indeed, some 
prospect would be aflorded of an ex- 
tended trade, and of liquidating in time 
the abyss of debt into which the national 
property is so deeply sunk. But 
Sir, this is not the case; it could not be 
the case. We have, therefore, been tight- 
ing the battles of others, and have most 
profiigately and irretrievably sacrificed 
sritish interests to foreign and. ruinous 
objects.—That either the Rritish agricul- 
turist, manufacturer, or artisan, should 
now have any chance of successful coni- 
petition with the nations of Europe, is a 
vain expectation.-~The miseries of an ex- 
hausting taxation are exhibited at all 
points. All classes of men severely feel 
the consequences resulting from a waste- 
ful expenditure of public money, and, too 
late, begin to perceive that a defensive 


tounded public, that though it has, eve: -| system of warfare was, and always will 
tually, as it were, gained all; though it! be, best adapted to the insulated situation 
las effected every object for which it be- | and civic privileges of the British natioa. 
gan the contest, it has actually Jost in-; The European war is at an end; that 
finitely more than it has won; nay, that | with America is also on the eve of clo- 


the very winnings themselves 


have sing; we are without a market for our 


turned out to be, (as you, Sir, have al-| agricultural produce, without a demand 
ways held must bethe case) its bitterest, | for our manufactured articles, and our 


its most irretrievable losings. 


In short, | artisans are for the best part without em- 


we have been at the expence, by all con-| ployment! In exclange for these wented 
ceivable means and devices, of over-| adyvantages,we have the renown of having 


throwing the Emperor Napoleon, and 
of delivering froin bis influence the 


| 


extravagantly subsidised in turn most 
of the different powers cf Europe; of 


Various nations of Europe, who are now | sending a first rate Plenipotentiary to 
hevinning to discover the advantage cf) these subsidised Potentates ; of engagmg in 
being at liberty to cultivate the soil, to | treatics offeusive and deiensive with them; 
manutzeture raw materials, and to traffic | of at least amply sharing in the pleas- 
insuch a way as might best suit their res- | ing task of remunerating the sefvices, 
pective interests; and all this without | irdinary and extracrdinary, connected 


ether feeling or acknowledging any de- 
‘pendence on English commerce. All 
they seetued to require from England was 
meney, and that, it must be confessed, 
they have hed almost to. the last guinea, 


and are probably further aceredited for 
suns that pore, but those conversant with 


| with the abrupt and strange termination 
of the late European war; and finally, 
though not least in either tinselled gran- 
deur, or aristocratic fume, we may boast, 
as the legitimate offypring ot these por- 
tentous times, Anights Grand Crosses, 
ditto Ccn.mandcrs, and ditto Companions, 
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in vast abundance, all animated with a 
chivalrous ardour for military glory that 
will at least render a disposition to war, 
if not its actual existence, the.order of 
the day. How far this new batch: and 
hot-bed scheme of military aristocracy, 
exclusively in the erection and patron- 
age of the royal authority, can be: re- 
garded as consistent with the constituti- 


onal privileges of British freedom, no | 


one is more eonipetent to judge than 
yourself; and were the subject to fall 
‘under your usually able discussion, it may 
be justly presumed, that it would be 
galutarily operative in restraining the 
inordinaté attempts, and, indeed, ra- 
pid strides that have been made, are 
making, and will hereafter be made, for 
subjugating this-land of ancient freedom 
to a military sway, not unlike that ex- 
perienced by the Cossaek tribes of the 
Autocrat of all the Russias ! It is high 
time for Britons to turn with aversion 
from the senseless, the enslaving mum- 
mery of court pageantry. Freemen should 
avoid them as liostile fo independenée, 
and disdain them as utterly contempil- 
ble. The Americans, by their trtum- 
phant bravery, evince what a handful of 
men, determined to live and die under 
the sacred banner of freedom, can achi- 
eve. The issue of the contest they have 
had to sustain, is engraved on the heart 
of every frien of civil liberty in cha- 
racters cf indelible delight, and will be 
recorded inthe historic page tor her ad- 
thiration, her solace, and the enecourage- 
ment of posterity, American independ- 
@®hce is as invulnerable and as immortal 
as the nature of human steadfastness can 
render it. A scheme of Government, 
founded on a correct estimation of civil 
and political rights, is at once natural, 
and practicable, and, as such, must be 
for ever entitled to an irresistible prefer- 
ence, in the feeling and jndgmeut of 
those, who have the envied happiness of 
being born and bred under its auspices, 
The cause of civil liberty has gained in- 
finitely more, by the heart-cheeriny proofs 
that have been recently given of irens- 
etlantic patriotism and courage, than it 
either has lost, or can lose by the jargon, 
the foppery, or the servility of European 
polities. 


Jan, 29,1815. A- THINKING Briton. 
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HPposite are the opinions of this enlightened: 
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Lord CocHRANE—-PERRY AND TRE. 
Wuics! 

In the most conspicuous part of the. 
Morning Chronicle, of yesterday, Mr. 
Perry inserted a string of resolutions, 
which. that nest of iniquity, that vile 
crew. at the Stock Exchange, have thought 
proper to agree to, as a sort of set off to 
Lord Cochrane’s unanswerable letter to 
Lord Ellenborough. Nothing surely could 
be more detestable than this! Even that’ 
sink of corruption the Times, inserted 
only a modest paragraph, noticing the 
meeting of the Sub-committee, and with- 
out even naming Lord. Cochrane; thus 


shewing a degree of moderation towai 3. 


an oppressed opponent, which-the. Whigs, 
and Perry their-organ, had not idecency 
to evince —These resolutions (which Per-. 
ry has evidently been -paid. for-inserting) 
state, over and over again, the hacknied: 
evidence. of the hackney coachman, and: 
the hackney post-boy, on the subject of, 
the colour.of De Berenger’s coat; which. 
evidence has been completely falsified, in, 
the most incontestible manner. Lord Coch-. 
rane has already so ably and so effectually, 
vindicated himself, that it-would be supe-. 
rerrogation in me to say asyllable.on this’ 
subject. It is the detestable. conduct of, 
Perry and the Whigs, in becoming the. 
trumpet of the Steck Exc "Com 

mittee, that I wish the pyblic pot to over- 
look. Lord Cochrane has been ever the, 
steady opposer of places, pensions, and: 
corruption in - its branches. ing: 
more is wanted to explain the ly: 
hatred of Perry and the Whigs. wind 





ON RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION, 
LETTER -VI. ’ 


‘“ If we were tovase Violence in defending the 
“ Fuith, the Bishops would oppose it.” 
Sain. Hitary, lib. i. 
TALLEYRAND [in a memoir'read at the 
National Institution of Paris con i 
the commercial relations of the United: 
States of America with Great Britain it 
the year 1794] says “ That Retigrous 
*“ TOLERATION in its fullest extent, isione 
“of the most powerful Gnarantees of 
* social tranquillity: for where Liberty 
“ of Conscience is respected every. other 
“cannot fail to be so.” A sentiment 


like this from aman who stands unrivalled 


for his knowledge in Political Science 
ought to have some weight. How op-. 
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{ an, this second Machiavel, to the 
1 tind seisteken notions of those stupid 


' kings, 
youring to enforce their adherence to one 


' is it to suppose we can make people of 
 cifferent educations, and capacities ever 
think alike; that we can -enable persons 


facility, and to render men of various 
ages and constitutions, capable of secing 
through the same pair of spectacties. 
» if Kings and Priests were the architects 


of the human brain, they might with 


© since our faculties are produced by 
| "Nature, directed by NECESSITY, and 


* have no more government over their own 
' qninds than they have over ours, it is the 


state of our intelleets-on the quality of 


The Emperor Charles the 6th was an 


who would fain attempt to produce 
harmony among their subjects by endea- 


particular set of Tenets. How absurd 


whose understandings are unequal to 
comprehend every thing with ‘the same 


4 


with the same ease and perspicuity 


ome justice dictate its operations; but 
uncontrolled by their fet; and since they 


most arrogant .presumption, the most 
ridiculous feliy, and the most diabolical 
tyranny, to persecute us for our opiniens. 
Do-not ourideas of any subject depend 
¢ntizely-on the manner in which it is 
Sepresented to us, or the state of our} 
‘understanding to receive the impression ? 
Are not all our notions the effect either 
of our education, or the circumstances 
and situations in which we have been 
placed? Whothen can command opinion, 
or constrain belief? Where is the merit 
or the crime either of BELIEF or Dis- 
BELIEF, since neither of them are in our 
power, but dependent entirely upon the 


the evidence offered to our senses? How- 
weak and childish too, is the plan of 
promoting social lity by force and 
persecution? Is .it mot palpable that 
clemency and moderation are much more 
calculated to produce harmony; loyalty, 
and peace,than threats and imprisonment ? 


ambitious ‘tyrant, .and a persecuting 
bigot, who caused .2 system -of.fuith to 
be prepared for .Gempany, aod «arched 
atthe head of his armies against those 
cities which refused to receive it. When 
grown old, he gave up the idle of 
a court, the trumpery a ages of 
Toyalty, and the false glory of a Warrior, 
‘to spend his last days in the monastery 
of St. Justus, in Plazencia, One of his 
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a very celebrated artist of that age. He 
spent much time in the construction of 
clocks and watches, of which he kept.a 
great number in constast motion, but 
found to his mortification, after various 
trials, that he could not bring any two 
of them to equal time. This circum- 
stance, it is said, caused him to reflect 
with wonder and with shame, on his own 
weakness.iu having wasted so much labor, 
and been guilty of such barbarities, in 
the more futile speculation of compelling 
his subjects to think exactly alike, con- 
cerning the inscrutable mysteries and 
ineffable heatitudes of our Holy Religion. 
If the genie of luxury and sloth, of folly 
and vanity, of pride, robbery, slaughter, 
and ambition, can ever spare the tyrants 
of the present day a few moments to turn 
over the page of History, in order to 
review the lives of former despots, what 
a lesson must the foregoing relation afford 
them. But it seems that government is 
the only science that is not suffered to 
be improved by experience; for we find, 
notwithstanding the many useful precepts 
that may be deduced from the annals of 
the world, and the fate of nations, that 
power and profit to themselves, instead 
of peace and prosperity to the pevple, 
are still the ruling principles of most mo- 
narchical and aristocratical governments. 
It is for this reason that they all take to 
themselves a State Religion for their 
handmaid, in the same manner that a 
man-takes a wife to assist him in his do- 
mestic concerns. They find it a power- 
ful auxiliary to arbitrary sway, in as much 
as the priesthood of the state religion, 
though fattening upon the industry of the 
people, are mediately or immediately, 
dependent upon them for their appoiat- 
ments; consequently they become genveni- 
ent tools in their hands to keep the public 
mind in acquired ignorance; and, a8 we 
have seen in former times, to ch 
up non-resistance, passive obedience, 
the divine rights of Kings, the sacred 
obligation of paying tythes, or any set of 
opinions, that may suit the Government 
or their own interests,—A state religion, 


by monopolizing all uence, per- 
fection, and privilege to itself, naturally 
‘creates an envious distinction in society ; 
causes its members to look upon 

with raegges of and, by depriving those 
of their civil rights whose conscience 
will not permit them to come within its 
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discontent.—-I know it is the belief of 
many, that a State Religion is necessary 
for the well being of the community, and 
that if deprived of it we should be re- 
duced to the greatest anarchy and con- 
fusion. That morality is requisite to pre- 
serve good order, 1 admit; but, at the 
sume time, IT must contend, that a wise 
Government might by its civil code alone, 
sutticiently protect the morals of the 
people, and secure the public peace, 
without requiring or compelling them to 
conform to any particular mode of Faith. 

On the fundamental principles of mo- 
rality, most people are agreed, because 
they are taught by experience that the 
observance of them is essenfial to their 
happiness both individually and collec- 
tively ; but when the innumerable chime- 
ras of fuith aud superstition are intro- 
duced and enforced, the flames of strife 
and contention are immediately kindled, 
the harmony of society is interrupted, 
the dearest ties of friendship and kindred 
often severed, all the baser passions of 
the heart called into action; and this too 
by the very systems which pretend to 
teach us meekness humility and brotherly 
love. If it be objected, that morality 
ulone is not sufficient to restrain the bulk 
ef mankind, and that certain exotic 
doctrines must be kept in vogue to facili- 
tate the government of the vulgar, I 
would answer, that neither the sincere 
nor the political lover of religion can 
have just grounds to fear on that account, 
‘The admirer of general piety cannot 
for a moment conceive that steeple 
houses, and priests, have any thing to do 
with morality, or that it requires pompous 
ceremonies and pantomimical mummeries 
to keep the spark alive. On the contrary, 
ifhe reflect serious'y, he will agree with 
me, that it is much more likely to perish 
beneath the weight ef the innumerable 
formalities, and tradesman like attentions 
ofa state religion. ‘The crafty statesman 
who like Strabo, a despiser of all kind of 
superstition for himself, yet contends that 
some buyers are necessary for the vulgar, 


‘need not fear that exotic doctrines 


would be less taught orof less effect if not 
enforced by law. Ifhe has any insight 
mto the state of society, or the nature 
of man he perceives that the greater part 
of our species must necessarily be depri- 
ved of the means and opportunity of 
thinking for themselves, and consequently 
that there will always be priests, conju- 





rers, and all those sort of persons who 
derive their existence from teaching, 
pleasing, or bamboozling others. He 
will also perceive that there is no more 
reason to expect that religion, religious 
houses, and dealers in religion, would be 
done away with if not commanded by 
law, than there is to suppose than «* 
act of parliament expedient to prevent 
the practice of eating and drinking, 
Conventicles of dissenters are supported 
in a much more equitable way than the 
steeple houses of the state ‘religion; 
they are upheld entirely by the voluntary 
contributions of those who are pleased 
with the performances exhibited there. 
But while a man subscribes towards an 
Institution congenial with his ideas, is it 
not a great hardship that he should be 
compelled to pay tythes and rates, to 
a priesthood whose doctrines he may not 
approve, and to build, repair, and beaw 
tify their costly temples, although he has 
never set a foot in them. Some would 
call this mode of conduct ExToRTION, 
a term too coarse for me to use; but I 
express my sentiments by saying, that 
the Merry Andrew who raises his booth 
in Smithfield during the period of Bartho- 
lomew fair, gains his livelihood in an ho- 
nest manner, because he only receives 
his stipulated price from such as. are 
pleased with his cunning tricks, or dex- 


trous exploits. He does not go round from . 
house to house,throughout the neighbour- | 


hood, and extort so much a head from 
the inhabitants, merely because their 
residence stood contiguoys to his show; 
nor does lie tell them for their only con- 


| solation, that they might have ~~ and 


witnessed his juggling if the chose. 
It will easily nein “that I wish 
every mau to deal where he likes best, but 
not to quarrel with his neighboyr for 
purchasing the same article at another 
place. Surely no fair tradesmen would 
presume to demand the price of: his 
commodity from those who haye not 
partaken of it. A state religion is 
institution that can only thrive ynder 
the auspices of aristocracy or kingship; 
it is seldom cherished in democracies, 
In the genuiye republic of America no 
such a thing can exist, because their 
constitution acknowledges a universal 
right of conscience, worship, and artizan- 
ship. This being the case, a man’s 


religious opinions do not di ify hire 
from becoming a member cither of the 
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representative 
of government, which being composed 
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or executive departments 


of persons of all denominations, prevents 
the people from having one particular 
-ystem crammed down their throats ; 
and if such a measure was attempted it 
would gain no stability, because the 
citizens of the United States possess the 
happy privilege of dismissing their 
public servants, from the lowest to the 
hichest, at stated periods, in case they 
misconduct themselves; for even the 
head servant in that country is not, like 
that of some others, incapable of doing 
wrong or being cashiered.—To prove 
‘hat this unlimited toleration is more 
productive of harmony than the blind 
intolerance of other governments, I 
shell conclude with the’ remarks of 
‘Tulleyrand in the same work to which I 
reterred in the beginning of this letter. 
“ Inclination, or if you please, habit, 
‘‘ incessantly attracts the Americans to- 
‘wards England: interest does so still 
‘more; for the first and most important 
‘ consideration in a new country is, 
“ without doubt, to increase its riches. 
“ The proof of such a general disposi- 
“ tion manifests itself every where in 
‘* America: we find evidence of it in 
every part of their condnct. ‘The cus- 
‘toms, with regard to religion, are 
“ themselves strongly tinctured with it. 
‘I will mention the result of what I 
have observed in this respect; its 
connexion with my subject cannot | 
ful to be perceived. We know that | 
‘in England, religion has preserved a | 
powertul influence over the mind; 
that even the most independent phi- 
‘ lesophy has not there dared to divest 
itself of religious ideas; from the time 
of Luther, all sects have fouad their 
way thither; that all have maintained 
themselves, and that many have there 
taken their rise. We know the share 
Which they have had in the great 
political changes; in short, that all 
have been transplanted into America, 
and that some of the states owe their 
origin to them. It appears, at first, 
as if these sects would, after their 
transmigration, preserve their original 
State, and it is natural to conclude 
that they might likewise ‘agitate Ame- 
rica. But how great is the surprise of 
““ the traveller, when he. sees them all 
co-exist in that perfect calm which, 23 
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it would seem, can never be ruffled; 
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when, in the very same house, the 
father, the mother, the children, each 
follows peaceably, and without opposi- 
tion, that mode of worship which he 
prefers! I have been more than once 
a witness of this spectacle which no- 
thing that I had ever seen in Europe 
could have prepared me to expect. 
On the days consecrated to religion, 
all the individuals of the same family 
set out together; each went to the 
minister of bis own sect; and they 
afterwards returned home, to employ 


‘ themselves in their cemmon domestic 


concerns, This diversity of opinion 
did not produce any in their feelings, 
or in their habits; there were no dis- 


putes, not cren a quesiion on the 
subject. Religion there seems to be an 


individual secret, whieh no one 
thinks that be has a right to doubt o1 
to investigate. Thus, when there 
arrives in America, from any country 
of Europe, an ambitious — sectary, 
eager to afford a trimnph of his doc- 
trine, by inflaming the minds of men, 
far from finding, as in other places, 
persons disposed to enlist under his 
banner, he is scareély even perceived 
by kis neighbours; his enthusiasim 
is neither attractive nor interesting; 
he inspires neither hatred nor curiosity: 
in short, every one perseveres stead- 
fastly in. his own religious opinions, 
and uninterruptedly prosecutes bis 
temporal concerns. This apathy, 
which cannot be roused by the most 
furious spirit of proselytism, and which 
it is our present business to point out, 
not-to account for, certainly takes its 
immediate rise from the perfect tolera- 
tion of the different sects of religion. 
In America no form of worship is pro- 
scribed, no one established by law; and 
therefore there areno disturbances about 
religion. But this-perfect toleration has 
itself'a principle ; which is, that religion, 
although it is there every where a real 
sentiment, is more especially a sentiment 
of habit; all the ardor of the moment 
is employed about the means of speed- 
ily improving worldly prosperity ; and 
hence results the chief cause of the 
entire calm of the Americans, respect- 
ing every thing which is not, aecording 
tu this constitution of their minds, either 


a medium. or an_obstacle.”———I am, 


dear Sir, your's, &c¢. ERASMUSPERKUNS, 


London, Jan. 30,1B15- ~ ** * 


’ 



























































































a 
ve 


ane 














tt FE SR A 


ye 





S159 } 


AMERICAN ._DoCUMENTS,—As our 
Goverument has not thonght it expedi- 
ent, like the free Government of America, 
to publish any part of the proceedings 
at Ghent, and os the American newspa- 
pets have not, since the commencement 
of the »war, been delivered regularly on 
their arrive! in this country, [have been 
under the necessity of laying the official 
documents before my readers as they 
reuched me, without any regard to the 
order of their dotes.—'lhis irregularity 
has occasioned a chasm in the publication 
of these documents, which I intend to fill 
up, as they arrive, in future numbers of 
-the Regiater. It may be thought, . that 
ws the war is at end, the proceedings at 
Ghent, have now lost all their interest. 
‘To me, however, who regard that war, 


ats causes, the wonderful events that took’ 


«place during its continuance, and the con- 
eoquences it must produce, as the most 
astonishing occurrences recorded in his- 
torv, and as of the greatest importance 
to the cause of freedom, and the happi- 


gress of the human race. To we, who 


contemplate the subject in tiis light, 
no oficial document, however miute, 
that bears any reference to this glorious 
struggle, can appear of a trivial or unin- 
teresting nature; far less can I consider 
documents illustrative of the more in- 


portant topics under the discussion of 
ithe parties, as undeserving of notice. 





The Ministers Plenipotentiary and Ex- 
traordinary of the United States to the 
Plenipotentiaries of his Britannic Ma- 


oy. 

ay “ Ghent, Aug. 24, 1814, 

* fhe undersigned, Ministers Plenipotentiary and 
Extraordinary from the United States of America, 
have given to the official Note which they have had 
the honour of receiving from his Britanaie Majesty's 
Pienipoteatiacies the deliberate attention which uLe 
jmporigace of its contents required, and have now 
that of trenemitting to them their answer on the se- 
veral points tu which it refers. They would present 
to the consideration of the British Pienipotentiaries, 
that Lord Castlereagh, jn his letter of the 4th of 
November, 1913, to the American Secretary of 
State, pledges.the faith vf the British Government, 
that‘ they were willing enter. into discussion with 
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justment of the differences subsisting between the 
two States, with av earnest desire on their part to 
bring them to a favourable issue, upon principles of 
perfect reciprocity, not inconsistent with the estab. 
lished maxims of publicdaw, and with the muritime 
rights of the British Empire.’ . This fact aloue 
wight suffice to shew, that itought not to have 
been expected thatthe Amerivam Government, is 
acceding to this proposition, should have extended 
iteterms, end fumished the untersigned with in. 
structions autherising them to treat with the British 
Plenipotentiaries respecting Indians situated withig 
the boundaries of the ,Uuited States. That such 
expectation way not entertained, by the British Go- 
vernment might also have been inferred from the ex- 
plicit assurances which the British Plenipotentiarics 
gave, on the part of their Government at the first 
conierence which the undersigned had the honour 
of holding with them, that no events, subsequent 
to the first proposal for this negotiation, had, in 
any manner, varied either the, disposition of the 
British Government, that it might terminate in « 
peace honourable to both parties, ar the terms upon 
which they wauid be willing to conclude it. It is 
well known tiat the differences which unhappily 
subsist bet ween Great Britain and the United States, 





and which ultimately led to the present war, were 
wholly ef 2, maritime nature, arising principally 
from the British Orders in Council, in relation te 
blockades, apd from the impressment of mariners 
vn board of American vessels. The boundary of 
the Indian tezritgry had never been « subject of 
difference between the two countries. Neither the 
principles of reciprocity, the maxims of pabliclaw, 
nor the maritime rights of the British Empire could 
require the permanent establishment of such boun- 
dary. The novel pretension now advanced could 
no more have been anticipated by the Government 
of the United States, in forming instructions for this 
uegoeiation, than they seem, to have been contein- 
plated.by that of Great Britain in November gst in 
proposing it. Lord Castlereagh’s Note makes the 
termination of the war tu depend on a conciliatory 
adjustment of the differences then subsisting be- 
tween the two States, and on ne other condition 


whatever. Nur could the American Government 
have foreseen that Great Lritain, in order to obtain 
peace for the Indians, residing within the domi- 
unions of the United States, whom she had induced 
totake part with her in (he war, would demand that 
they should be made pasties to the treaty between 
the two nations, or that the boundaries of their 
lands should be permanently and irrevocably 

by that treaty. h a proposition is contrary 

(To be continued.) 





- the Government of America for the conciliatory ad- 


channel ——— — 





———. 
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